BMO for Women

BMO Celebrating Women

Frequently Asked Questions | United States

Effective date: March 2026

Important disclaimer

The information in this FAQ is provided for general guidance only. It summarizes key aspects of the BMO Celebrating
Women Grant Program but does not replace or override the official Terms and Conditions. All applicants must review
and comply with the full Terms and Conditions, which govern eligibility, application requirements, selection criteria, and
grant obligations. In the event of any discrepancy, the Terms and Conditions will prevail.
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Program Overview

1. What is the BMO Celebrating Women Grant Program?

BMO is committed to expanding opportunities and supporting organizations that contribute to the advancement of
women. Since launching the BMO Celebrating Women Grant Program in 2021, the bank has continued to invest in
initiatives that strengthen this mission. In collaboration with Deloitte, this year’s program provides an additional
source of financial support for U.S. businesses whose work drives meaningful progress.

2. What is the primary objective of the program?

Our goal is to recognize fifteen (15) eligible small businesses and support their growth through grant funding. In line
with our purpose to Boldly Grow the Good in business and life, all eligible U.S. applicants are invited to apply. Each
business must demonstrate how its work advances opportunities for women and outline how additional funding
would strengthen that impact. Examples of qualifying support may include:

e Enhancing public health or safety outcomes for women or girls
e Producing or offering products or services designed for women or girls
e Providing education-focused programs, such as mentorship, financial literacy, or skills training

These examples are illustrative rather than exhaustive. Judges will also consider other meaningful approaches that
demonstrate a commitment to advancing women. Applicants should additionally provide a high-level overview of
their growth plans. Any form of business expansion such as new products, services, or markets—will be considered.

3. What does the Grant Package include?
Each of the fifteen (15) grant recipients will receive:

e 510,000 USD (payable to the eligible small business);

e One (1) BMO Celebrating Women Personalized Trophy;

e One (1) hour of coaching with a BMO small business subject matter expert (currently available to select
clients of BMO only);

o If the eligible small business qualifies, the opportunity to have BMO facilitate membership in certain
organizations and/or advisory boards;
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A profile on https://www.BMO0.com/grantprogram and certain BMO social channels (as determined by BMO
in its sole and absolute discretion); and

Recipient badge that can be posted on social media (subject to the eligible small business agreeing to the
licensing terms provided by BMO).

The total ARV of each Grant Package is $10,150. The total ARV of all Grant Packages to be awarded is $152,250.

Eligibility

4. Who is eligible to apply for a grant?

The Applicant

Has the authority to participate in the Program on behalf of the business;

Is a resident of the United States;

Is the legal age of majority in the state where the business is located;

Has not purchased equipment, products, or services in order to participate; and

Is not affiliated with BMO or otherwise connected to the Program, as outlined in the Terms and Conditions.

The Business

Is currently active and operating in the United States in compliance with all applicable laws, licenses, and
requlations;
Has a physical location (or headquarters mailing address) in Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, lowa,
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, or Wyoming;

- Businesses in Michigan or Texas are eligible if their physical location or headquarters mailing address

is, in BMO's sole discretion, within 100 miles of a qualifying full-service BMO branch.

Is a for-profit business with annual revenues of $50 million USD or less;
Is in good standing in the jurisdiction where the business is registered; and
Has been selling a product or service for at least two years as of April 2, 2026.

The business, its owners, and any affiliated parties must not be subject to government sanctions.
Businesses that have previously received a BMO Celebrating Women Grant are not eligible for the 2026
Program.

5. Do I have to be a BMO customer to apply?

No, a banking relationship with BMO is not required.

6. Irecently incorporated my company but operated as a sole proprietorship before. Am I eligible to apply?

BMO
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Eligibility is outlined in the program’s Terms and Conditions. Generally, if your business has been operating for at
least two years and the nature of the business remains the same, you may qualify. Please review the full Terms and
Conditions for complete details on requirements for applicants and eligible businesses.

Application Process

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

How do | apply?

Applications open April 2, 2026, at 8:00 AM ET and close April 23, 2026, at 8:00 PM ET at
www.bmo.com/grantprogram.

What information is needed to apply?

Basic details about the owner(s) and business, along with short written responses explaining how your business
supports the advancement of women, your growth strategy for the next 12 months, the key challenges you
anticipate, and how a $10,000 grant would help you achieve your goals.

Do I need to upload supporting documents?

Not initially. If selected, you may need to provide a short publicly accessible YouTube video and verification
materials.

Can I start my application and finish later?
No, if you leave the page before submitting your application your responses will not be saved.
Can | apply more than once?

Only one application per business is allowed. If multiple submissions are received, the most recent submission will
be considered, and all previous versions will be disregarded.

Is there a deadline to apply?

Yes, April 23, 2026, at 8:00 PM ET.

Can | make changes after submitting?

No, submissions are final.

Can | use Al tools like ChatGPT to help write my application?

Yes. You may use Al tools (such as ChatGPT) to refine your responses. However, your content must be accurate,

authentically represent your business, and include specific, verifiable details. Applications are evaluated on substance
and impact, not writing style. Misrepresentation may result in disqualification.
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After Submission

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

How will I know if my application was received?

After you submit your application, a confirmation screen will appear. Please take a screenshot for your records, as
you will not receive an email confirmation immediately. Once all applications have been reviewed, you will receive
an email update on your application status.

When will I hear back about my application status?

All applicants will receive an email update once every application has been reviewed. Recipients will be contacted
directly by both email and phone in July 2026 with next steps. Please ensure your contact information is accurate and
monitor your inbox (including spam/junk folders). If your business uses strict firewalls or email filters, add
womeninbusiness@bmo.com to your safe sender list to avoid missing important updates.

How are applications evaluated?

Applications are evaluated through a three-stage review process using weighted criteria. Judges assess how your
business supports the advancement of women, your growth strategy and goals, the challenges you anticipate, and
how a $10,000 grant would help you achieve that growth. For full details, refer to the Terms and Conditions.

I wasn’t selected. Can I get feedback?

Unfortunately, due to the high volume of applications we receive, we cannot discuss or provide feedback on your
application.

Will my information be used for marketing?

Your information is used to administer the program in accordance with BMO’s Privacy Code. Consent for marketing
emails is optional, and you can opt out at any time by contacting womeninbusiness@bmo.com.

Who do I contact for questions?

Email womeninbusiness@bmo.com with subject line “Grant Application - Questions”.

Additional Questions

21.

22.

How do I view the list of grant recipients?

The names of the grant recipients will be posted on BMO’s website at www.bmo.com/grantprogram, after recipient
notification is complete.

Are non-profits organizations eligible to participate?

No, only for-profit businesses are eligible to participate.
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23. What happens if I miss the deadline?

Applications cannot be accepted after April 23, 2026, at 8:00 PM ET. Late submissions will not be considered. Please
ensure your application is completed and submitted before the deadline.

24. Can | apply if I've previously received a BMO Celebrating Women Grant?

No. Previous grant recipients are not eligible to apply for this program.

Ready to apply? Click here

Review the official Terms and Conditions to ensure you meet all the requirements.
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